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Multisward task 1.1: roles and utility of grassland in Europe 
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Inventory: 
 

Importance, functions and utility of grassland in Europe at the 

catchment and landscape levels from economic, agronomic 

and environmental point of view 

• Spatial localisation of grassland within landscapes 

• Interactions between grassland, arable crops and other       

   landscape elements 

• Incorporation of different farming systems, pedo climatic     

   and socio-economic conditions 
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EC 2008. LIFE and Europe’s grasslands 

Distribution of grasslands in EU 
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Eurostat 2009:  Agricultural Statistics 2007-2008 
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Eurostat 2009:  Agricultural Statistics 2007-2008 



Grassland production 
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Grassland DM productivity (Smith et al. 2008) 



Livestock production 
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Regional distribution of livestock types (2000) 

EEA Report No 6/2005 



Regional distribution of livestock density 
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EEA Report No 6/2005 



Measures of intensification 
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Source: Agricultural Statistics. Main results 2007-2008 (Eurostat pocketbook) 



Meat production in EU 27 
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Milk production 
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Milk production in L/ha UAA (Smith et al. 2008) 



Favourable areas for dairy production 
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Source: Rural development in the EU (Report 2008) 
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Favourable areas for dairy production 

Source: Rural development in the EU Report 2008 

Very favourable: 

 5% of the EU-territory and 20% of the EU dairy production 

Neutral: 
71% of the EU-territory and 70% of the EU dairy production 
 

Sc1: potential in specific conditions – need of encouragement by rural 

development policy 

Sc2: low milk prices → decrease in milk production → ceasing collection of 

milk → socio-economic problems for the region  

Less favourable: 
24% of the area and 10% of the EU dairy production (mountain areas) 

Production at risk but no other agricultural activity possible!  
→ prevention of abandonment / conservation natural areas 



18 

LFA & land abandonment risk 

Source: Rural development in the EU (Report 2008) 
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Extensive grazing 

Source: Rural development in the EU (Report 2008) 



Organic farming 
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Source: Analysis of the EU organic sector (2010) 
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Organic farming 

Source: Analysis of the EU organic sector (2010) 
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Organic farming 

Source: Analysis of the EU organic sector (2010) 
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