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What is the problem in defining ‘semi-
natural grasslands’?
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What is the problem?

How can phytosociology help in delivering 
a typology?
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What is the problem?

How can phytosociology help?

How can this become a working tool?
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A report from the European Forum for 
Nature Conservation & Pastoralism
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A report from the European Forum for 
Nature Conservation & Pastoralism

Inadequate definitions of ‘permanent 
pasture’ and ‘semi-natural grassland’ in 
agri-environment legislation 
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A report from the European Forum for 
Nature Conservation & Pastoralism

Inadequate definitions of ‘permanent 
pasture’ and ‘semi-natural grassland’ in 
agri-environment legislation 

Questionnaire to European Vegetation 
Survey & European Dry Grassland Group 
members
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What interventions sustain the grasslands: 
stock-grazing, mowing, burning?
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What interventions sustain the grasslands?

Do the grasslands yield other crops: tree 
cutting, bark production, fungal crops?
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What interventions sustain the grasslands?

Do the grasslands yield other crops?

Do cultural associations survive: buildings, 
place names, festivals?
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What interventions sustain the grasslands?

Do the grasslands yield other crops?

Do cultural associations survive?

Is traditional management abandoned?
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What interventions sustain the grasslands?

Do the grasslands yield other crops?

Do cultural associations survive?

Is traditional management abandoned?

Is the grassland now maintained by                   
nature management or for amenity?
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What is the extent of the grasslands:                 
rare, local, widespread not abundant, 
widespread and abundant?
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What is the extent of the grasslands:                 
rare, local, widespread not abundant, 
widespread and abundant?

How threatened are the grasslands:                     
extremely endangered, endangered, 
vulnerable, in no immediate danger?
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Using The Diversity of European Vegetation    
as a framework

7 classes of grasslands                                                                                  
with 183 alliances
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Stock grazing:  73 alliances (61% total)

Mowing:  27 alliances (23%)

Burning:  14 alliances (12%)

The kinds of agriculture 
dependency 



Stock grazing:  70% with major abandonment

Mowing:  81% 

Burning:  78%

Abandonment of agriculture 
dependency 



Stock grazing:  70% with major abandonment

Mowing:  81% 

Burning:  78%

Nature management in 29%                                    
of abandoned grassland                               
alliances (in theory)

Nature management of 
abandoned grasslands



Overall extent of European 
grasslands 

Alliances of 
small extent

Alliances of 
wide extent

Alliances of 
local extent



Degree of threat                                      
to European grasslands 

Extremely 
endangered

Endangered

Unthreatened 
alliances

Vulnerable



Using The Diversity of European Vegetation    
as a framework

7 classes of grasslands                                                                                  
with 183 alliances

Crosswalk to EUNIS                                                   
habitat classification                                                   
(Davies et al 2002)
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Using The EuroVegChecklist
as a framework

11 classes of grasslands                                                                                  
with ˃200 alliances

Crosswalk to EUNIS                                                   
habitat classification                                                   
(Davies et al 2002)
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A Checklist of 
European 
Vegetation Types

Lasislav Mucina
Editor



Using The EuroVegChecklist
as a framework

11 classes of grasslands                                                                                  
with ˃200 alliances

Crosswalk to EUNIS

Crosswalk to European                                                    
Red List Habitats
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Red List Habitats                                                                
Grasslands

31 Dry Grasslands
8 Mesic Grasslands
7 Seasonally Wet Grasslands
6 Alpine & Subalpine                                                         

Grasslands

52 Grassland types
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Red List Habitats                                                                
definition

Habitat code & name                                                                                              
Relationship to EUNIS-3                                                                                     
Habitat description                                                                                                          
EuroVegChecklist alliances                                                                                                                    
Characteristic species                                                                                                      
Indicators of quality (1-5 scale)
Annex 1 relationships                                                                                                        
Emerald relationships                                                                                                        
MAES relationships                                                                                                                
IUCN ecosystem relationships 
Photograph                                                                                                                   
Countries list & Map                                                                                                         
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